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Hello TASP, 

 

I hope this newsletter finds you all well 

and in good spirits as the holidays 

quickly approach.  We had an excep-

tional conference this year in Las Coli-

nas with a host of great speakers.  Rep-

resentation from TSBEP allowed for 

an informative discussion and high-

lights on board rules and proposed 

changes to Supervision.  Keep a look 

out on official changes and opportuni-

ties for public comment from the board 

website (www.tsbep.tx.gov).  Of 

course, TASP will do its very best to 

keep you abreast of any changes. 

 

Additionally, congratulations are in 

order for our newly elected board. Iôm 

sure your new president, Jennifer 

Schroeder, has lots of exciting plans 

for TASP.  We plan to have our first 

meeting in January to kick off the New 

Year. 

 

As a board, we hope to become a better 

resource to you as members. We en-

courage you to get involved in the or-

ganization.  Whether you are interested 

in serving on the board, serving as a 

district leader, or as a student leader; 

TASP is here for you. As I mentioned 

in all of the previous newsletters, I 

have rearranged our organizational 

board structure in order to focus on our 

goals and accomplish tasks more effec-

tively and efficiently.  I am continuing 

to monitor our progress towards  
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Presidentõs Message 

www.txasp.org  

accomplishing our strategic areas of fo-

cus.  Please feel free to contact me re-

garding any thoughts or suggestions you 

may have so that we may better serve 

you. 

 

Thank you for allowing me to be your 

president for the past year.  It has truly 

been a pleasure to serve you, the mem-

bers, and advocate for LSSPs across the 

state.  It has been another great year for 

TASP and we are looking forward to 

2015! 

http://www.tsbep.tx.gov
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 Congratulations to the winners of the election for the 2015 TASP Executive Board: 

 

President-Elect - Brook Roberts 

Treasurer-Elect - Thomas Schanding 

Area I - Raina Walterscheid 

Area III - Evelyn Perez 

Area V - Amanda Real 

Graduate Student Representative - Kelsey Theis 

 

Best of luck next year as you serve TASP and the LSSPs in Texas! 

 

Dana Goins 

TASP Past-President 

TASP SPOTLIGHT ON A LSSP 

 
 

This TASP Spotlight on a LSSP newsletter article is written about an LSSP who was 

recommended to be acknowledged due to her work as an LSSP as well as work and 

practice in the field of psychology in general.  Staff working with Kim Komon, PhD, 

LP, LSSP, NCSP, at Lewisville Independent School District (LISD), reported that Dr. 

Komon serves as the LISD APA Pre-Doctoral Psychology Internship Training Director 

and has worked with the LISD for eight years.  Dr. Komon is responsible for coordinat-

ing didactic seminars and group supervision for four APA Pre-doctoral interns, organiz-

ing and facilitating the application for future interns and providing support to staff su-

pervisors and leads the Doctoral Training Committee. She also directly supervises an 

intern. Dr. Komon is an LSSP Autism Lead for schools in the East Zone of LISD and she is the campus based LSSP at The Colony 

High School where she provides a variety of psychological services. Dr. Komon is a certified instructor for Non-Violent Crisis Pre-

vention and regularly trains staff in CPI.  She is a member of SPARC (School Psych Advisory, Resource, & Collaboration) commit-

tee, a peer nominated position in which she provides peer supervision to colleagues as well as reviews and drafts psychological ser-

vices policies and procedures. Dr. Komon is a member of LISDôs district CARE team that provides support to campuses during cri-

sis. In addition, Dr. Komon models the practitioner-scholar model of LISD by leading research teams for which she has presented 

over 16 times to national conferences. Dr. Komon also currently co-facilitates a Professional Learning Community on the topic of 

Best Practices in Autism for her peers as part of professional development in LISD. In her spare time, Dr. Komon likes to coordinate 

social functions and create group t-shirts for psychological services to maintain the collaborative and supportive focus of the group.  

Overall, Dr. Kim Komon goes above and beyond to serve students and families, provides best practices and seeks to assist fellow 

LSSPs in any way that she can.  LISD co-workers report that Dr. Komon is an excellent choice for the TASP Spotlight on an LSSP 

and appreciate all the hard work, effort and time she puts into to serving others.  GO LISD!!! 
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Graduate Student Corner 

2014 Scholarship Recipients 

At this yearôs annual conference, TASP awarded scholarships to four talented, promising graduate students.  Although there were 

several deserving applicants this year, funds were limited to four $500 awards.  The following recipients were awarded this year: 

Alyzae Karim 

Alyzae is a third year doctoral student in the school psychology program at Texas Womanôs University.  Her current research inter-

ests include pediatric neuropsychology, executive function, and working with students with traumatic brain injury, epilepsy, and 

brain tumors.  Alyzae would like to work in academia and and a childrenôs hosptital, and continues to research neuropsychological 

assessment of children with disabilities in the areas of social-emotional and neurological difficulties and issues related to diversity. 

Poonam Desi 

Poonam is currently in the process of completing a predoctoral internship in Cypress-Fairbanks ISD to become not only an LSSP, 

but also a certified instructor of mindfulness.  Her dissertation evaluated an intervention that explored the benefits of mindfulness in 

adolescents with emotional/behavioral disorders.  Poonam aspires to help incorporate mindfulness in the schools through instruction, 

interventions, and counseling. 

Kristina McCray  

Kristina is currently pursuing her LSSP at Texas A&M Commerce.  She has a background in Clinical Psychology and has practiced 

as a Mental Health Counselor in Louisiana.  She is also in the process of getting her LPC.  Kristina would like to work with students 

who have experienced trauma, student with disabilities, and students with behavior problems.  Overall, Kristina would like to help 

bridge the gap between the schools, families, and community by providing optimal services to aid in studentsô overall success.  

Sarah Ochs 

Sarah is currently pursuing her doctorate in school psychology at the University of Houston.  Her current research interests include 

the utility of universal screening in reading.  Sarahôs main goal is to help bridge the gap between research and practice to local 

school districts.  She would like to focus on conducting significant, practice-oriented research that can be directly utilized to help 

make data-based decisions in the schools. 

Congratulations to our 2014 scholarship recipients!  If you are a graduate student next year and a member of TASP, the association 

encourages you to apply for a scholarship next fall.  Someone has to win and it just might be you! 

Closing Remarks 

As my term as Graduate Student Representative comes to an end, I wanted to thank you all for allowing me to serve on the board as 

a voice for graduate students.  The experience has been rewarding and I have a new appreciation for the time and effort our board 

members put into making TASP a success.  As an association, we have come a 

long way.  I am excited to see where the next leadership takes us and what im-

provements can still be made.  I continue to encourage you all to get involved in 

the profession which may include volunteering with TASP, serving as a univer-

sity student leader, participating in School Psychology Awareness Week, and 

advocating for the profession as Sunset 2017 approaches.  There are so many op-

portunities available.  Make contacts, get involved, and explore the different areas 

of school psychology.  School psychology is an incredibly diverse field and we 

have the privilege to see rewards every day. 

Again, thank you for allowing me this opportunity.  I have no doubt the next 

Graduate Student Representative will do a fantastic job.  Good luck with your 

future endeavors, research, and final exams and safe travels during the holidays! 
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